Psalm & Readings Tuesday 22nd September 2020

Psalm 36

Transgression speaks to the wicked
deep in their hearts;

there is no fear of God
before their eyes.

For they flatter themselves in their own eyes
that their iniquity cannot be found out and

hated.

The words of their mouths are mischief and

deceit;
they have ceased to act wisely and do good.

They plot mischief while on their beds;
they are set on a way that is not good;
they do not reject evil.

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the

heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
your judgements are like the great deep;
you save humans and animals alike, O Lord.

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
All people may take refuge in the shadow of

your wings.

They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your

delights.

For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light we see light.

O continue your steadfast love to those who

know you,
and your salvation to the upright of heart!

Do not let the foot of the arrogant tread on me,
or the hand of the wicked drive me away.

There the evildoers lie prostrate;
they are thrust down, unable to rise.

1 Kings 8:63 - 9:9

Solomon offered as sacrifices of well-being to

the Lord twenty-two thousand oxen and one
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king
and all the people of Israel dedicated the house
of the Lord. The same day the king consecrated
the middle of the court that was in front of the
house of the Lord; for there he offered the burnt-
offerings and the grain-offerings and the fat
pieces of the sacrifices of well-being, because the
bronze altar that was before the Lord was too
small to receive the burnt-offerings and the grain-
offerings and the fat pieces of the sacrifices of
well-being.

So Solomon held the festival at that time, and all
Israel with him—a great assembly, people from
Lebo-hamath to the Wadi of Egypt—before

the Lord our God, for seven days. On the eighth
day he sent the people away; and they blessed
the king, and went to their tents, joyful and in
good spirits because of all the goodness that

the Lord had shown to his servant David and to
his people Israel.

When Solomon had finished building the house of
the Lord and the king’s house and all that
Solomon desired to build, the Lord appeared to
Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to
him at Gibeon. The Lord said to him, ‘I have heard
your prayer and your plea, which you made
before me; | have consecrated this house that you
have built, and put my name there for ever; my
eyes and my heart will be there for all time. As for
you, if you will walk before me, as David your
father walked, with integrity of heart and
uprightness, doing according to all that | have
commanded you, and keeping my statutes and
my ordinances, then | will establish your royal
throne over Israel for ever, as | promised your
father David, saying, “There shall not fail you a
successor on the throne of Israel.”

‘If you turn aside from following me, you or your
children, and do not keep my commandments
and my statutes that | have set before you, but go
and serve other gods and worship them, then |
will cut Israel off from the land that | have given



them; and the house that | have consecrated for
my name | will cast out of my sight; and Israel will
become a proverb and a taunt among all

peoples. This house will become a heap of

ruins; everyone passing by it will be astonished,
and will hiss; and they will say, “Why has

the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this
house?” Then they will say, “Because they have
forsaken the Lord their God, who brought their
ancestors out of the land of Egypt, and embraced
other gods, worshipping them and serving them;
therefore the Lord has brought this disaster upon
them.””

2Acts 16: 25-40

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the
prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that
the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a
loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all
here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in,
he fell down trembling before Paul and

Silas. Then he brought them outside and said,
‘Sirs, what must | do to be saved?’ They
answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved, you and your household.” They spoke
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were
in his house. At the same hour of the night he
took them and washed their wounds; then he and
his entire family were baptized without delay. He
brought them up into the house and set food
before them; and he and his entire household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

When morning came, the magistrates sent the
police, saying, ‘Let those men go.” And the jailer
reported the message to Paul, saying, ‘The
magistrates sent word to let you go; therefore
come out now and go in peace.” But Paul replied,
‘They have beaten us in public, uncondemned,
men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us
into prison; and now are they going to discharge
us in secret? Certainly not! Let them come and
take us out themselves.” The police reported
these words to the magistrates, and they were
afraid when they heard that they were Roman
citizens; so they came and apologized to them.
And they took them out and asked them to leave
the city. After leaving the prison they went to
Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and
encouraged the brothers and sisters there, they
departed.



